Book of Revelation
20 – The Seven Trumpets – Five

[8:13] Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!”

[9:1] And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit.[f1] [2] He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft. [3] Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth. [4] They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. [5] They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. [6] And in those days people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them.

[7] In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, [8] their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like lions' teeth; [9] they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle. [10] They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people for five months is in their tails. [11] They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.[f2]


(Revelation 8:13-9:11 ESV)
 
[Footnotes]
======================================================= 
[1] 9:1 Greek the abyss; also verses 2, 11
[2] 9:11 Abaddon means destruction; Apollyon means destroyer

 1. Frame of reference

(a) John depicting the new exodus of the Church patterned after Israel from Egypt and deliverance of Jews from Babylon

(b) Trumpets are a call for God to act on behalf of his name (reputation, character) and deliver his people from oppression

 i. Oppression in Revelation primarily has to do with the pressures and coercion to emperor worship by pagan Rome (c.f., Seven Letters chs. 2-3)

(c) Blowing of trumpets part of morning sacrifice in the Hebrew Temple rituals

 i. Changing the fire at altar of incense, offering of new incense (prayers)

(d) Trumpets of Revelation begins with start of Jesus' intercession in heaven (i.e., ascension) and ends when the world is returned fully to him

(e) Judgment depicted through the trumpets only affect those who choose to reject God

 i. Revelation 3:10; 8:13

 ii. But God still restricts their full effect (“thirds” of ch. 8)

 iii. Verb tenses (“were thrown”) do not identify being throwing down judgment (divine passive)

 2. First thoughts

(a) The effects of judgment are going to get more severe

(b) More lengthy description than the first four trumpets

(c) Darkness and star connects this trumpet to previous

(d) Interesting parallels
	Jesus has keys to Death and Hades (1:18)
	“Star” given key to bottomless pit

	Smoke from incense (8:4)
	Smoke from bottomless pit

	Atmosphere darkened by judgment (8:12)
	Atmosphere darkened by smoke

	Angels told not to harm earth, sea, trees (7:3)
	“Locusts” told not to harm grass, plants, trees

	Not to harm until servants of God sealed (7:3)
	Allowed to harm those who don't have seal of God

	God's people suffer tribulation for ten days (2:10)
	Locusts allowed to torment their targets for five months

	God's people who suffer tribulation may die (2:10)
	Locusts not allowed to kill targets

	God strikes dead children of immorality (2:23)
	As above

	The faithful are given crowns (2:10), twenty-four elders have golden crowns (4:4)
	Locusts wear “what looked like crowns of gold”

	Fantastic description of the four living creatures (4:7-8)
	Fantastic description of locusts, seems to be patterned after description of the four living creatures

	Elders and creatures worship God and the Lamb as conqueror/king (4:8, 11; 5:9-10, 12-14)
	Locusts claim as their king angel of the bottomless pit

	Four horsemen with weapons of war go out (6:2-8)
	Locusts have scorpion tails as weapons of war

	God's servants slain and allowed to rest (6:9-11)
	Those tormented by the locusts find no rest, not even death


(e) Odd that locusts, which normally devour plants, are prevented from doing so

(f) Locusts → Eighth plague on Egypt (Ex 10:12-15)

 i. Here, the locusts destroy every plant material

(g) Darkness → Night plague on Egypt (Ex 10:21-23)

(h) Pharaoh’s magicians attempt (with varying degrees of success) to duplicate God's signs (Ex 7:11-12, 22; 8:7, 18)

(i) When all this (above) is placed together, it seems that John is perhaps describing a counterfeit of Jesus/God

 i. Is John making comparisons between the two “kings”?

(j) “Star” of this trumpet same as the star of third?

(k) “Star” of this trumpet also the angel of the bottomless pit?

(l) But what might it all, or any of it, mean?

 3. Background info

(a) Eagle (8:13) can also mean “vulture” → more likely in this context as it is a harbinger of doom

(b) 9:1-2. Many Jewish traditions spoke of evil angels imprisoned in dungeons or rivers, awaiting their time to come out and wreak havoc... Most pagans held stars to be divinities, and many Jews held them to be angels; stars could naturally symbolize angels in Jewish texts, as in this case. John exploits the standard imagery to make his point. (IVP BBC NT)

(c) 9:5. Jewish texts often included scorpions as one of God’s means of judgment. (ibid)

(d) 9:7. The image of human-faced scorpions derived from nightmarish traditions from the East, and Mediterranean zodiacs eventually applied it to Sagittarius, who was often portrayed with long hair (see comment on Rev. 9:8). (ibid)

(e) 9:8. The “hair like women” would be a more obvious allusion to most of John’s readers: everyone in the Roman Empire knew that “barbarians” outside the Empire, unlike most people in Greco-Roman society, had long hair. (ibid)

(f) 9:10. It may be of interest that the Parthians (Rev. 9:8) had become famous for their rearward archery: they had retreated up hills mounted on horseback, and when unwary Roman legions had followed them, the Parthians had released a backward hail of arrows, wiping out several legions before the Romans learned not to follow them up hills. (ibid)

(g) 9:11. “Abaddon” is a Hebrew name for the lowest depths of the earth, the realm of the dead (cf. Job 31:12; Psalm 88:11; Proverbs 27:20); the Dead Sea Scrolls also linked the “spirit of Abaddon” with the “angel of the pit.” “Apollyon” means “destruction” in Greek. (Some scholars have secondarily connected the name to Apollo, a Greek deity one of whose totems was the locust, and whose incarnation the emperor claimed to be; cf. Rev. 2:18. Because Apollyon as a name is otherwise unattested, it is not impossible that readers in Asia could have suspected this allusion; in this case, the emperor’s supposed patron deity is in reality an evil angel who, in the sovereignty of God, will be used against him; cf. Exodus 12:12; Numbers 33:4. But the allusion is not altogether clear.) (ibid)

(h) “Five months” → lifespan of locust; can also mean “few” → a brief period

 4. Allusions

(a) In the Book of the Watchers (1 Enoch 1- 36) the fallen angels are imprisoned underground until the judgment (1 Enoch 10: 4- 6, 12; cf. Luke 8: 31; 1 Pet 3: 19; 2 Pet 2: 4; Jude 6). In the Book of Dreams (1 Enoch 83- 90) the Abyss is found in both of the dreams "Enoch" recounts. In the first, which depicts the coming flood, he sees the earth and everything in it swallowed up into the "great abyss" (1 Enoch 83: 4; cf. 1 Enoch 83: 7). In the second, in an allusion to the story of the fallen angels in the Book of the Watchers (1 Enoch 6- 8; 10: 4- 6, 12), he sees a star that had fallen from heaven (1 Enoch 86: 1) being thrown into the Abyss (1 Enoch 88: 1), following which other stars are bound and thrown into a chasm (1 Enoch 88: 3). At the end of the vision "Enoch" once again witnesses judgment: the Watchers, the seventy shepherds, and the blinded sheep are thrown, one group at a time, into the Abyss (1 Enoch 90: 24- 27). John's understanding of the Abyss most closely parallels that of the these two Enoch booklets. John exhibits a threefold cosmology (cf. Pss 5: 3; 135: 6; Sir 1: 3; Testament of Levi 3: 9), with God in "heaven," people on earth, and nefarious creatures (locked) in the Abyss." (Reading the New Testament Series)

(b) The 8th and 9th plagues on Egypt

(c) Locusts: Joel 1:2-2:27 

 5. Interpretations and Summaries

(a) Not necessary to attempt interpretation of every detail – overall tone and theme more important

 i. Commentators admit this trumpet is difficult to interpret; i.e., the “right” interpretation cannot be conclusively determined

(b) The being(s) and power(s) described by this trumpet are inferior and weaker compared to Jesus/God

 i. This power subject to a higher authority

 ii. However, it is very destructive 

 iii. But it cannot wield the ultimate power of destruction: death

 A. Or it does not want to kill off its subjects

(c) It has the appearance of power and authority

 i. Counterfeits aspects of the genuine

 ii. Its only interest, however, is power – not its subjects

 A. It tempts with promise of power, but it will not grant it

 B. Perhaps applicable to the temptation of Christianity to conform to the worldly way of operating to gain worldly power, prestige, and respectability

 iii. It is a trap – in the end, only result are pain and remorse

(d) John is beginning to describe the counter-power to Jesus

 i. Through the Letters and Seals, we've encountered the opposing power, but it has not really been described yet – there have been some hints, but few details

 ii. The conflict and battle between these two powers is the theme of Revelation
(e) Assuming a historical apocalyptic interpretation of the Trumpets:

 i. This trumpet occurs in the latter half of Christian history, perhaps close to the end

 ii. Perhaps a continuing darkening of Jesus' truths, which now includes counterfeits

 iii. Those who belong to God will not be deceived nor affected

(f) Source of troubles/judgment in this world

 i. Earlier judgments had no causative agent (aorist, indicative, passive)

 ii. Judgment in this trumpet clearly has a causative agent: locusts led by the king of the Abyss

 iii. Perhaps the counterfeiting of certain aspects of Jesus is to lay blame for troubles on him, to misrepresent him
